
Overview of the Indiana Statewide Forest Assessment  
http://www.in.gov/dnr/forestry/5436.htm 

 
Purpose 

 
The Indiana Statewide Forest Assessment will provide an analysis of present and 

future forest conditions and trends on all ownerships in the state, including analysis 
of market and non-market forces.  It will identify threats to forest lands and 

resources.  It will also identify forest related benefits and services.  In addition, the 

Assessment will delineate priority forest landscape areas as well as any multi-state 
areas that are a regional priority. 

 
The Assessment will support development of a long-term Resource Strategy specific 

to Indiana’s forest needs. 
 

Process 

 

The Assessment process seeks to integrate, build upon, and complement other 
state natural resource assessments and plans.  Stakeholder input and coordination 

will be facilitated to create a beneficial and useful product to inform State resource 
strategy and forestry practice in Indiana.  Analysis is likely to be presented 

according to internationally recognized forest sustainability criteria but will focus on 
Indiana’s most important forest issues.  New technology will be leveraged to 

visually represent resource threats and benefits across the State.  Accordingly, 

maps derived from various issue layers will be used in a weighted GIS overlay 
analysis that highlights priority areas. 

 
Issues 

 
The top five issues as identified by a survey of 1,300 forest owners, conservation 

employees, researchers, land managers and others who are involved with the 
forests on a daily basis  

 
1. Conservation and maintenance of soil and water resources 

2. Fragmentation and/or conversion of forests to another land use  
3. Conservation of biodiversity (including plant and wildlife habitat) 

4. Availability of land for public recreation 
5. The spread and control of invasive species 

 

The above ranking is based on number of respondents selecting the issue as “first” 
most important. (see Results below) 

 
Stakeholders 

 
Approximately 400 leaders of forestry related organizations including academic, 

research, government and non-governmental organizations helped to develop and 



coordinate the stakeholder input process.  Through their help 1,300 people 

responded to a forest issues survey.  606 people noted one or more “affiliated 
organization” on the survey.  270 people submitted additional input via the survey 

regarding Indiana’s forests.  1,020 people (81.5% of respondents) are interested in 
being emailed a draft of the Indiana Statewide Forest Assessment for review. 

 
The Indiana Forest Stakeholders Summit, an event held between June 24th and July 

2nd invited these individuals and others throughout the State to attend one of four 
regional meetings to further develop exchange, input and partnership.  Over 300 

additional focused comments, suggestions and questions were considered and 
recorded in facilitated sessions at these events. 

 
The Forest Stewardship Coordinating Committee, an established group representing 

a range of forestry interests in the state, continues to participate in these 
stakeholder processes along with, State wildlife agency, State Technical Committee, 

and applicable federal land management representatives. 

 
 

 
 
 

Press 

 

http://www.insideindianabusiness.com/newsitem.asp?id=35656  
http://www.farmworldonline.com/News/NewsArticle.asp?newsid=8160 

http://www.tmnews.com/stories/2009/06/28/news.nw-155804.tms  
http://archives.chicagotribune.com/2009/jun/19/news/chi-ap-in-forestsurvey 

 

 
For further information please contact  

Indiana Division of Forestry at (317) 232-4105 or email 
stateassessment@dnr.in.gov 


